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Date 01/2005
Issue No. 8. Volume No. 3 Newsletter Editor:Meg Robertson Chasandmeg@aol.com
Website: www.amesvi.tripod.com
FROM THE PRESIDENT Dear AMESVI Members, As I finish cleaning up after my Thanksgiving feast, I am reminded that AMESVI has many things to be thankful for. We have made great progress with our ongoing initiatives to provide information relevant to our field to parents, providers, organizations and you our members. The Board meets approximately monthly, to discuss ways to further our organizations goals. We are experimenting with electronic meetings, so we can collaborate as needed, in between our face-to-face meetings. The AMESVI Board would like to update you on some of the goals that were accomplished this year.

This year we created formal job descriptions and a formalized information system to pass on to new Board members as they step into their role on the Board. Thank you, Katrena for your leadership in this effort. We have dubbed her the “Paperwork President.” 

A major accomplishment was to develop a brochure detailing AMESVI's purpose, projects, membership, and contact information. This brochure will be used to increase awareness of our profession while attracting new membership. This project was chaired by Paula Bress, outgoing Greater Boston Representative. Thank you, Paula for your hard work.  

Ann Barber, the Advocacy Sub-Committee Chair and Katrena Traut- Savino, President Ex-Officio continues to foster advocacy among agencies and AMESVI with a recent meeting on October 29. Please look for information on the meeting in this newsletter. Thank you, Ann and Katrena.

Thank you, to the Regional Representatives who have continued to schedule meetings in their regions. These meetings are used to share ideas, teaching methods, etc. while providing personal contact with other professionals in our field. Please get involved. If you have any suggestions on time, location, agendas, etc. please feel free to contact your regional representative. Contact information is provided in your newsletter. 

We would like to thank the many members who wrote letters, faxes, email and made phone calls to Senators and Representatives regarding the reauthorization of IDEA. Through your help our voices were heard about the need for a National Repository. 

Key points included were:

· to establish a standard file format for the production of textbooks (so that they could more easily be converted into accessible formats such as Braille, large print or digital text) 

· to assure that state education agencies and local schools would actually require that publishers of the textbooks they purchased produced these files; 

· to establish a central repository for the storage and distribution of these files (enabling publishers and schools alike to easily disseminate these new files to those who needed them). 

I would like to thank the members of the Board whose contributions are more silent. Beth Traubert, keeps us on sound financial ground, Lynn Rowe continues to foster communication, Susan Descarage our webmaster, and the newsletter from Meg Robertson. And though, not presently on the Board we should all thank Eileen Curren our list-mom. 

As we move forward into 2005 we have several major collaborative efforts in the wings. 

We need your help to accomplish these.

· First, work continues on developing a new member packet. We need your help to complete this project. Your help does not have to be time consuming. If you could help in any small way please contact Sub-Committee Chairs, Barbara Bing or Laura Koester. Thank you Barbara and Laura for your work. 
· A committee is being formed to advocate for accessing additional state funds to create an Assistive Technology short-term lending library, with a paid staff, similar to ones in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. These short-term loans provide the opportunity to try devices prior to purchase, to determine what will work for students in their own environments.  

· Another committee is being formed to approach the DOE to distribute a survey to Special Education Directors across the State related to service delivery for students with visual impairment in their communities. With this information, we hope to be able to be in a better position to advocate for student and member concerns. 
We have several members who have stepped forward to help with these efforts. If you would like to serve on one of these Committees, please contact me at road39@comcast.net. 

Finally, last year we discussed the need for further education on one of the mandated services provided by TVI’s, the Learning Media Assessment for each student.  The recent conference with Cay Holbrook started AMESVI’s year long professional development centered on assessment. Megan Collard has prepared an additional conference in the Spring around assessment. Watch your mail!  Thank you, Megan for all your hard work.

As you can see, we have much to be thankful for, yet much work lies ahead to accomplish our mission which headlines the AMESVI website.

“Our goal as an association of professionals is to improve and enrich the lives of students with visual impairments through advocacy, professional development, and the education of others, including members of the general public, regarding the unique educational needs of students with visual impairments.”

I thank all of you for giving me the honor of leading the mission this year, 

Respectfully Submitted, Terry Maggiore 

Fall Conference

This Year’s Fall Conference at the Carroll Center was a first time collaboration for the Carroll Center, AMESVI and The Perkins Training Center. It was a great partnership that we hope will continue in the form of many more trainings and conferences. 
 
The Saturday conference was well attended by over 70 members and non-members. Keynote speakers included Dr. Cay Holbrook of the University of British Columbia, as well as Dr. Karen Ross, Eileen Curran and Dr. Richard Jackson. 
 
Dr. Holbrook discussed her co-authored assessment tool, Learning Media Assessment. She told of each form’s inspiration, their practical uses and suggestions for how to decide which ones to use and when. Attendees were also able to watch early footage from the Project Slate materials that are being created to help professionals in the field of visual impairment learn best practices for Learning Media Assessment.  The AMESVI Spring Conference will offer in depth, hands-on study of the Project Slate materials.
 
A panel of Braille Literacy Advisory Council (BLAC) past and present members included Dr. Karen Ross, Dr. Richard Jackson and Eileen Curran. The group discussed the new state guidelines regarding Braille literacy and assessment, what our responsibilities are as professionals in the field of visual impairment and how we can advocate for our students around these issues. 
 
PDPs and Certificates of Attendance were awarded. Respectfully Submitted by Megan Collard--AMESVI Conference Chair
Advocacy Committee Chair, Ann Barber

The Advocacy Committee now consists of the following members:  Ann Barber, Chair, 

Barbara Bing, Michelle Antiranelli, Christine Reilly, Richard Jackson, Bob McCulley, 

Lynne Rowe, and Katrena Traut-Savino.

The Advocacy Committee has been involved in two projects thus far this year.  One is to 

host two Networking Meetings a year, inviting people from a variety of agencies who serve 

individuals with blindness and visual impairment in Massachusetts, including ophthalmologists

and optometrists.  We’ve held a total of three of these meetings so far, the first at UMASS Boston,

the second at Massachusetts for the Blind’s downtown office, and the third at the New England 

College of Optometry.  Notes from the third meeting are included below.

The other focus of this committee is to work together to advocate for improved service 

delivery in Massachusetts.  Thus far we have decided to develop a questionnaire to send out 

to all Special Education Directors in the state to find out what their “issues” and needs

 for servicing children with visual impairment have been.  Our committee has met once on

 this, and will meet again before this is ready to be sent out.  

REGIONAL REPORTS

Greater Boston Region News:  The first Greater Boston regional meeting for the school year of 2004-2005 was held at Diane Redmond’s house on October 18th at 7pm. Yolanda Davila Cohen, an OT from the Agassiz School in Jamaica Plain who works with Diane, gave us an overview of Sensory Integration Theory and Treatment, and Sensory Diets for low vision and blind children.  Yolanda provided us with a Sensory Diet Observation/ Planning Sheet which delineated Sensation/Activities sought, When? How long? Where? What communicative purpose does it serve?, How does it interfere with fixation? Under what circumstances will the child stop and the Sensation/Activities avoided or disliked –When? How? Where? How long? How does the child communicate this? Does it put child on flight, fright or fight? What does the child do to compensate or recover? We discussed what activity might give similar but stronger or more appropriate sensation and what activities might meet this need within the classroom or social setting. 

Some things to think about for sensory Diets planning:

· What activities might be beneficial to do first thing in the morning to prepare this child’s nervous system?

· What activities may be needed throughout the day to assist this child to function optimally?

· What activities may be avoided or adapted for this person on a routine basis?

· Other ideas for home or school to assist in facilitating the child’s communication and functioning/

The topic was comprehensive and stirred lots of conversation. Yolanda talked about the different types of Sensory Defensiveness. We heard what the qualities are that make sensory input calming or alerting. We discussed how to wake up children with low arousal levels well as activities for calming children who are at a high activity level.  The handouts were helpful in describing the modulation and discrimination scales. They also included The Wilbarger Brushing Program.

In attendance were Diane Redmond, Nancy Muldrew, Aida Savage, Charlene LaFerrera and the speaker, Yolanda Davila Cohen. The next meeting is scheduled for January.  We will keep you posted.  We may have a speech and language pathologist if there is interest. If other topics are of interest email Nancy Muldrew at nancymuldrew@comcast.net or Diane Redmond at DiniRed53@msn.com
Central Ma Region Update:  Four of us (Barbara Bing, Nancy Haugsjaa, Maria Tessier and myself) met at Borders Bookstore Cafe on the evening of Tuesday November 23rd to chat about our jobs, recent conferences we'd attended, the LMA, and our ongoing project of creating a New Member Packet including the Role of a TVI.  Maria reported on her portion of the project - an updated list of eye doctors and low vision clinics - which she has done a great job on!  She will be forwarding her list to the list-serve for all to preview and send additions/corrections.  We'd like the list to be as comprehensive as possible for all of MA.  Our next meeting will be on Sunday January 23 at 1:00 at the home of Nancy Haugsjaa, 23 Taylor Road, Acton (just off Route 2).  We will focus solely on the project that day, so anyone interested in joining us for this important project is more than welcome! Laura Koester, AMESVI Central MA Region Rep. 

Northeast Region Update: Attendance: Diane Bleier, Meg Robertson, Carol Pierce, Terri Morin, Martha Gale, Sherry Leffert, Janet Ulwick-Sacca, Marsha Dresser, Sue Christiansen, Elaine Phillips, and oh yeah me - Ann Barber, your loyal faithful AMESVI Regional Rep. We met from 3 to 5 at the Crackerbarrel in Andover on Mon., Nov. 15th, 2004 

Before we got started Diane Bleier told us of a dream she'd had in which George Bush was teaching a young blind child to use a cane on some railroad tracks.  She kept trying to tell him that it wasn't safe, but he kept saying, "Oh, it'll be all right.  Don't worry about it."  Think she was a little upset over the recent election?  See, these meetings can be quite therapeutic sometimes!

 

Sherry Leffert informed us of a source for some free rebuilt desktop computers she'd gotten from Robert Ambrose of Enabling Support Network.  His phone number is work: 617-445-4900, 978-369-5593.  He works Tues, Thur, Fri 7 to 11:30.

 

    
Meg Robertson and Sue Christiansen informed us that starting in July 05, MCB has requested funding (not approved yet) for Technology for elders and children in the home.  The budget is being put together now.  They are hoping to provide more funding for technology for more kids and elders.  Meg will keep us posted and let us know when and if it is approved.  If it is approved, it would start in July 2005.  

 

We, as a group discussed what we want our focus to be for our region in the next year.  Our group said that it would like the Board to focus on getting together a registry of TVIs and O&Ms for school districts to be able to find them easier.  The new NERCVE Website that Bob McCulley has put on the Listserve recently was given as a good way to do that.  

 

We also discussed the recent "conversation" on the AMESVI Listserve regarding Learning Media Assessments.  We all decided that we would like to focus on this at our next regional meeting.  Everyone who has been to a workshop on LMAs, or who has done some, and has some good resources, or has a good report to share (with names and confidential info. blacked out, of course), to bring them next time.  We will go through an assessment procedure and see what people have done, successes, failures, questions, etc.  

 

In addition to the LMA focus, we decided that we would like to concentrate on Technology, too. Janet Ulwick-Sacca proved to be a wonderful technological resource.  We hope she comes back.  But since most of her caseload is in Boston, she may transfer to that region.  But, once we've gone through the LMA procedure, we'd like to move on to technology.

 

All in all, it was a very good meeting, except for the people at the opposite end of the table, who couldn't hear a lot of what was being said.  Crackerbarrel got noisy towards the end of our meeting.

 

So, Carol Pierce offered to host the next meeting at her home.  We chose our date for our next regional gathering for Monday, January 31st from 3 to 5 at Carol's house in Haverhill.  She will send me directions soon, and I will send out a reminder and directions in January.

 

Hope all of you have a wonderful Holiday Season, and are able to come to Carol's to learn more about LMAs in January.  Feel free to e-mail me or call me with any questions regarding AMESVI. Ann Barber abarber626@aol.com 978-937-0131

 

There were no South Shore & Western Massachusetts Updates

UPCOMING EVENTS

From the Carroll Center for the Blind: New On-line Course for Teachers…. If you can use a Windows-based computer without the mouse, you can begin teaching a student who is blind how to use a computer.   Why?  Because more often than not, a computer user who is blind is using the same commands that you would use, if you weren't using your mouse.  The online version of "Achieving Mouselessness" is an expanded version of our face-to-face workshop.  We made it available online so that you can learn when you want, where you want, and at your pace.  We take the mystery out of teaching computer skills to students who are blind.  In the online videos, you will see tasks performed twice, first without a screen reader and then with a screen reader.  These demonstrations will enable you to differentiate Windows commands from assistive technology commands, and will help you make more sense of what the screen reader is saying.  You will also be given tips and tricks that we at the Carroll Center have found helpful when teaching new computer users. Finally, because there is actually more to screen reader access than pure mouselessness, screen reader commands for accessing Windows objects more efficiently are provided.  "Achieving Mouselessness" online is a self-paced 36-hour course that is offered through www.carrolltech.org any time. You have up to four months to complete the class.  You may pay the $100.00 registration fee by Pay Pal at carrolltech.org, by check made payable to the Carroll Center for the Blind, 770 Centre St., Newton, MA 02458 or by credit card by speaking with Betty in our business office at 1-800-852-3131 Extension 243. Now it is up to you.  Turn that little rodent over and shove it aside. Carroll Center also has a list of additional courses please contact Dina Rosenboum 617-969- or go to their web site at www.carroll.org
Federation for Children with Special Needs Annual Conference 3/15/05 Boston MA.  For additional information call 617-236-7210 x113 or hneal@fcsn.org
NEAER O&M Spring Workshop:  5/17/05 West Haven VA Center CT.

2005 NEAER Fall Conference will take place in Manchester NH 11/8-10, 2005

National Inclusive Schools Week December 2005 www.inclusiveschools.org
Job Opening: COMS Job opening ViHAB at MAB Community Services 
This is an exciting opportunity for an ACVREP Certified (or matriculated) Orientation and Mobility Specialist. The position requires a confident, independent, organized professional to provide direct, indirect/consultative services, and education and advocacy for adults with vision loss/legal blindness and developmental disabilities. Independent travel, effective report writing and public speaking, and understanding (or willingness to learn) of service provision within the DMR system is required.  Excellent benefits, 32-hour/wk schedule.   Interested parties, please forward resumes to:

 Human Resources Department 
MAB Community Services 
200 Ivy Street 
Brookline, MA 02446 Fax: 617.732.0226  hr@mabcommunity.org 

For more information, contact: Christine Vercauteren, Director of Vision Habilitative Services 
Phone: 617.972.9125  cvercauteren@mabcommunity.org 

Transportation Resources:

The Association of Travel Instruction (ATI) is an organization for teaching travel skills for folks with other disabilities other than blindness:  For more information go to their web site at www.travelinstruction.org
Easter Seals Transportation Project: www.projectaction.org
Finding Wheels:  A Curriculum for Non-Drivers with Visual Impairments for Gaining Control of Transportation Needs: Anne. L. Corn, L. Penny Rosenblum Pro-ed Order Number 8858 www.proedinc.com 

	Great Site on Blindness Resources: Go to the State of Mass. Website at www.mass.gov, click on resident, click on disabilities, click on Disabilities Services Homepage at Health and Human Services click on Blind Services then  click on Vision Impairment and Mental Retardation or try this web address:


http://www.mass.gov/portal/index.jsp?pageID=eohhs2subtopic&L=5&L0=Home&L1=Consumer&L2=Disabilities+Services&L3=Mental+Retardation+Support&L4=Blindness+and+Vision+Impairment&sid=Eeohhs2
Scholarship Program Resources:

The Jewish Guild for the Blind has created a new scholarship program for college-bound high school seniors who are legally blind, called The GuildScholar Program may award each student selected with a cash scholarship of around $15,000.  Go to www.jgb.org or contact guildscholar@jgb.org.

From the O&M Listserve: AAA (Triple A) Auto Club has a scholarship for High school students, testing their skills in geography. Go to http://www.aaa.com/travelchallenge/why.html for more information.

The American Council of the Blind will present more than two dozens scholarships and awards to legally blind students admitted to academic and vocational training programs at the post-secondary level for the 2005-06 year.  Additional information and applications are available on the ACB web site at www.acb.org or call 202-467-5081 x19.  Applications may be completed on line but supporting documentation must be submitted in hard copy/print by March 1st. 2005.


RFD&D Listening Awards are presented to six high school seniors with learning disabilities.  This program is open to active RFB&D members who have been registered for at least one year prior to the March 1, 2005 deadline.  For more information call toll-free 866-732-3585 or go to the website at www.rfbd.org.  They also have a Scholastic Achievement Award program for blind or visually impaired college seniors.

RESOURCES

National Clearinghouse of Rehabilitation Training Materials' Fall 2004 Newsletter is available to view on-line at www.nchrtm.okstate.edu/news.html 

Family TIES maintains the Statewide Central Directory of Massachusetts Early Intervention (EI) Services.  Call 800-905-TIES/8437 for a free copy or go to website www.massfamilyties.org
MCAS-Alts... This particular newsletter talks about software for completing forms and the new "graphs"-http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/newsletter/04nov.pdf

Other newsletters and MCAS-Alt info check out http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/
Math Resource on what concepts your students should be covering in what grades. http://standards.nctm.org/
www.e-advisor.us: New Website developed by Children’s Hospital and Hilton-Perkins to “Facilitate communication between parents, teachers and doctors of visually impaired children”.

www.disabilityinfor.org  Web Resource on Disability Resources in Mass.

American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) is producing free newsletters now via email.  Access News, Braille Bug, etc. Contact them at www.afb.org.

THIS AND THAT

Wanted: Mass. Elementary School Teachers who are walking enthusiasts. WalkBoston (in collaboration with ERG) is creating a Safe Routes to Schools Curriculum with an Environmental Protection Agency grant. The curriculum will be aligned with the Massachusetts curriculum framework and will promote walking as physical activity and help students understand how it is both good for their bodies and good for the environment. We are looking for a few teachers who can review our ideas both for practicality and relevance to teaching in Massachusetts. Please contact SRS Program Manager Don Eunson if you are a teacher who is interested or you know a teacher who might be interested at WalkBoston 617.367.9255/ email: info@walkboston.org or check out  www.walkboston.org
PACER Center is a Minnesota National Parent Center for Families of Children and Youth with Special Health Needs; although it does focus on families in Minnesota, their newsletter is a great resource.  Contact them at www.pacer.org or www.taalliance.org or www.fape.org.  The newsletter is called “Pacesetter” They also have a number of good publications dealing with Special Ed regulations, etc.

HomeSchooling for Visually Impaired Children:  National Association for Parents of Children with Visual Impairments is forming a national parent support group for homeschooling.  Contact 

NAPVI at 800-562-6265 or email at napvi@perkins.org.

 Child Health Alert Newsletter: Subscription rate: $29.00 per year.  Contact them at www.childhealthalert.com
	Free Braille Calendars:

American Action Fund, 18440 Oxnard St., Tarzana CA 91356

Michigan Braille Transcribing Fund: Small Large Print/Braille purse size: 3500 North Elm, Jackson, Michigan 49201/517-780-5096, Fax: 734-668-1094.

Audio Resources: Christina Wood, USA Weekend, August 2004 The Screen Actors Guild Foundation presents BookPALS, a literacy effort that manages to persuade actors – good ones – to read popular kids’ books in schools and online. At www.Bookpals.net click on “Storyline” and then select a book. If a computer isn’t handy, your child can listen to a story over the phone via one of the numbers listed on the site.

More stories are available at www.Candlelightstories.com. For $9.95 a year, you can list en to children’s classics complete with sound effects and dramatic music. Some are just a few minutes long; others offer enough entertainment for a short car ride. They’re in MP3 format, so you can burn them onto a CD for portable listening.

If you want a good bedtime story for yourself check out www.Audible.com. Short descriptions under each title give the basic storyline and the audio length. But here you have to pay by the book or get a monthly subscription (up to $19.95 a month).

	


Recycle Materials: Send any (Free Matter for the Blind) used or surplus Braille, large print, Moon type and cassette books, magazines, journals, newspapers, religious books and educational materials to Mrs. S. M. Shanti, Executive Director, All Book Corporation, 12/E, 7.2, Mirpur, Pallabi, Dhaka-1216, Bangladesh.

Orientation and Mobility

Winter Outerwear Resources:

Ice/Treads for Boots: *YakTrax  available from Campmor ($17.00/888-226-7667 www.campmor.com)   *STABilicers: call 800-782-2423 or go to the website www.32.north.com
Also check hiking catalogs/stores or other outdoor catalogs such as: Cabela’s 800-237-444 www.cabelas.com or Sportsman’s Guide 800-888-3060 www.sportsmansguide.com
Mobility Mitten: A mitten with a hole at the top for a long cane to slide through.  $5.00 per mitten.  Order from the Maryland School for the Blind, O&M Department, 3501 Taylor Ave. Baltimore MD 21236 or call 410-444-5000. sizes XSM-XXL.  Check must be made out to the O&M Department. 

Reflective Clothing for People and Dogs:


Glow Dog: 800-456-9364 www.glowdog.com

RoadRunner Sports: 800-636-3560 www.roadrunnersports.com 

Wear brightly colored (not white) clothing while walking in snowy conditions & wear layers of clothing.

The AMESVI Board for 2004-2005 year beginning July 1st is:

President Terry Maggiore road39@comcast.net
President Elect: Meg Robertson chasandmeg@aol.com
President Ex Officio Katrena Traut-Savino: Savino@sharon.k12.ma.us
Treasurer Beth Traubert: momofsam@aol.com
Reocording Secretary: Barbara Bing b.bing@comcast.net
Corresponding Secretary Lynn Rowe lynarddm@yahoo.com
Conference Chair: Megan Collard 

Western Mass. Rep: Ann Barber abarber626@aol.com 

 Greater Boston Reps:  Nancy Muldrew  nancymuldrew@comcast.net or Diane Redmond  DiniRed53@msn.com
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